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70 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-07 NSCE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 

SSO-OO /034 W 

013409 

R 0221020Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3619 

SECRET CARACAS 3870 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BTRA (ROCKEFELLER, NELSON) 

SUBJECT: SECRET VISIT TO VENEZUELA OF NELSON ROCKEFELLER 
REF: CARACAS 3833 

1. REFTEL WAS DICTATED BY ME AT MIDNIGHT IN ORDER TO PROVIDE 
DEPARTMENT ADVANCE NOTICE OF ROCKEFELLER'S PRESENCE IN CARACAS. 

HE TOLD ME THAT HE AND HIS WIFE, "HAPPY ", HAD JUST COMPLETED 

A THREE-DAY VISIT TO VENEZUELA. MOST OF HIS TIME WAS SPENT AT HIS 
RANCH IN THE STATE OF CARABOBO. HIS TRIP WAS MANAGED WITH SUCH 
SUCCESSFUL SECRECY THAT AS YET, SO FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, PRESS 
HAS NOT GOT WORD OF IT; ANDI CAUTIONED USIS TO REPLY "NO COMMENT" 

IN CASE THEY ARE QUERIED. THUS FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO MORNING PRESS 
NOTICE OF VISIT ALTHOUGH FACT OF HIS PRESENCE IN CARACAS WAS CARRIED 
ON RADIO NEWS BULLETINS THIS MORNING. 

2. ROCKEFELLER TOLD ME LAST NIGHT AT A LARGE DINNER GIVEN IN 
HIS HONOR BY EUGENIO MENDOZA AND ATTENDED BY PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS GONZALO BARRIOS THAT OHLY PURPOSE OF HIS OVERNIGHT 
STAY IN CARACAS WAS TO CALL ON HIS OLD AND DEAR FRIEND, 

FORMER PRESIDENT ROMULO BETANCOURT. HOWEVER, EX-GOVERNOR 
MADE NO SECRET OF FACT THAT UNLESS VICE PRESIDENT FORD 
SHOULD BECOME A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN 1976, HE, 

ROCKEFELLER, WOULD CERTAINLY BE ONE. 
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5. ROCKEFELLER DEPARTED MAIQUETIA AT NOON TODAY ON A DIRECT 
FLIGHT EITHER TO LA GUARDIA OR TO WHITE PLAINS. 

MCCLINTOCK 


SECRET 
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